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We talk about money out of concern for our souls, not for the sake of the church as an institution.

We do not focus on the how the institution uses money, but focus on the money God has placed into the hands of his people.

Have you ever heard the complaint, “All the church ever talks about is money!”?   Maybe they’ve been going to the wrong church.  Maybe they haven’t read their Bibles lately.  Did you know that out of 38 parables Jesus told 16 that dealt with money and possessions?  Did you know that 1 out of every 10 verses in the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) deal directly with the topic of money?  Did you know that the Bible offers 500 verses about prayer, 500 verses about faith, and 2,000 about money?  I think the problem is that the church doesn’t talk about money enough.  God in his Word talks a lot about money, because he knows what a problem it can become.  This morning I want to share with you what God says about money.  

The Problem: Our Love of Money

Let’s look at this section of Scripture from Paul’s first letter to Pastor Timothy 6:6-10, “6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  
Look at verse six.  The apostle Paul is saying, “A Christian attitude combined with satisfaction with what you have is a means to making a great profit.”  That’s a foreign thought to the sinful world.  Great wealth means making lots of money.  Great wealth is having lots of stuff, and big stuff; boats, homes, SUVs, cars, giant TVs, in-ground swimming pools, hot tubs.  There’s nothing wrong with having these things.  But the Lord says that to gain true wealth, be content.  

Then in vs7 Paul reminds us why we should be content with what we have, “We didn’t have anything to begin with, and we can’t take it with us when we leave!”  I don’t remember any of my children clutching an Xbox or a collection of DVDs in their hands when my wife gave birth to them.  I don’t remember my grandfather lying in his coffin holding onto to large amounts of dollar bills.  You can’t take it with you when you go, so, Paul says in the next verse (vs8), “If you have your essentials, food and clothing, be satisfied with that.”  That’s all we really need in life, food and clothing.  The dilemma is that our sinful hearts are not content with just food and clothing.  Our sinful hearts are not content with the money we have.  Our sinful hearts are not content with the material possessions we have.  The sinful world doesn’t help.  It too convinces us to believe that we need more.    
Paul states the source of our problem in vs10, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”  Do you love money?  Here’s a way to find out.  Look at your check ledger or paycheck from last month.  Where you satisfied with what you saw there?  Do you love money?  Would you like some more?  Who wouldn’t?  But for what reason?  To get out of debt, become more financially stable, to be able to support the church better?  Those are good reasons, but why else would you like more money?  So you can get more stuff for yourself?  Are you one of the persons described by Paul in vs9, “People who want to get rich…”?   I think it is safe to say that this describes much of our affluent nation.  Ask a child why they want to be a professional baseball, football or basketball player. I’ve heard some of our children in this congregation reply, “So I can make millions of dollars.”  Why do many folks play the lottery or bet on horses?  In the hopes that they can strike it rich....    The love of money…
The Result: We Become Poor
Paul cites several dangers of loving money – it is the foundation, that is, the basic cause, for all kinds of evil.  Here’s an evil associated with loving our money.  It’s not our money to begin with.  King David in Psalm 24 wrote, “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  This dyed piece of paper is God’s money.  If I convince myself that it is mine, then I have a big problem.  I do not recognize the ONE who gave me this money.  Certainly we’ve seen other evils in the news that result from loving money; deception, conniving and scheming to get more, stealing, lying, even murder.                           
Not only is loving money it the source of many evils, but Paul shares with us something even more deadly to our souls in vs9, “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.”  The trap of loving money is that no matter how much you accumulate, you never have enough.  It’s like trying to catch the wind. It’ll never happen.  The temptation that we fall into is that we love money more than our God.  Our God demands that we put him first in our lives.  “You shall have no other gods.”  We may quickly point out that the golden calf, or the gods Baal and Asherah of the Old Testament or even Buddha are “other gods.”  Doesn’t money take that same form when we place it as first importance in our lives?  Jesus says in Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”
Paul explains to us what can happen to those who fall into the pit of wanting to get rich, “…they fall into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.” (vs10)  The word plunge in the Greek actually means to drown.  People who chase after money drown themselves with lusting after things they do not have but desperately want.  People have gone bankrupt chasing the American dream.  People have lost estates, jobs, ruined families and the lives of their friends chasing after money.  But even more disastrous, people have lost their souls for ever.  “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  Paul says that many have greedily stretched out for more riches.  In the process they’ve stretched themselves too far away from God and actually wandered away from saving faith.  They’ve made themselves spiritually bankrupt.   
The apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:5 warns us, “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person – such man is an idolater – has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”  The Lord sees someone who is greedy for money and places them on the same level as someone who falls down to worship an image made of stone, wood or metal.  This kind of person will miss out on the true treasure, an eternal inheritance in heaven with Christ.  They have made themselves spiritually poor.  This is why we talk about money and the dangers of loving money.  We have all done it.  At some point in our lives we’ve all been guilty of not being content with how full out wallets or purses have been.  We’ve all been dissatisfied with how little we had in our homes.  We’ve all clung a little too tightly to what we do have in our homes.  We’ve pushed our God out of hearts to make way for more money and stuff.  While trying to get rich we’ve actually made ourselves poor, spiritually bankrupt.  This is our problem.  These are the results.  Who can pull us out of the pit of this deep debt?  

The Solution: Christ has already made you rich 

Our all-knowing loving Father uses financial language to reach out to us.  Let’s read 2Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”  All this while we’ve been pursuing riches when, all the while, we’ve had riches beyond comprehension!  First of all, “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…”  You’ve been given grace: God’s love you don’t deserve.  The Son of God showed his love to you even though you and I have demonstrated with our actions and thoughts that we have not always loved him by putting him first in our lives.  He demonstrated mercy and showed compassion on you, so much so that this is how he showed his love to you, “…though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor.”  How wealthy was Jesus?  You’ve already answered that question with that passage from Psalm 24.  He owns everything!  All the money, all the gold and silver, all the diamonds and pearls are his.  

And yet…yet for your sake…  Not for his sake, not for his convenience or advantage, but for your

benefit, “yet for your sakes he became poor.”  He possessed all things.  He was the wealthiest individual in the universe and he became poor, that is, he made himself destitute.  Would you, if you had a billion dollars, voluntarily give it up to someone else?  No!  But that is what Jesus did.  Why would he do that?  Once again, because of his grace.  How poor did he become?  The apostle Paul in Philippians 2:5-8 explains, “5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!”  

Christ Jesus, who was very much true God, emptied himself, that is, no longer made full use of his divine nature, and took on the very nature of a slave.  He was the one who had possessed very much, was the King of kings and Lord of lords, and now willingly became a slave, someone who served others, although he was the one who deserved to be waited on hand and foot.  He humbled himself so low that he took on the form of humankind, the very beings he created in his own image, holiness and perfection.  And we ruined that image when we sinned.  He took on our lowly form, yet his human flesh was sin-free, in order to save those steeped in sin, the whole human race.  He went so far as to willingly die a death reserved for criminals, like you and me.  “For your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”  Through his meek and lowly life, through his innocent sufferings and death, he has made you rich.  Your sin of greed and lust for more has been wiped away.  Your sin of thinking that God’s money is yours has been taken away.  Your sins of placing money on a higher level than God have been nailed to the cross with Christ.  And you have been given a beautiful inheritance, salvation – you’ve been saved from what you deserve; eternal life – a place reserved in heaven with the saints and angels.  We can all agree, this is worth far more than all the money in the world.  It will never perish, spoil or fade (1Peter 1:3,4).  

The Result: Respond with generosity 
So now, what are you going to do with your money, correction, God’s money, that he has so graciously given you?  What attitude will you have toward his money?  What does he say in his holy Word?  1Timothy 6:17-19, “17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”  You are those who are rich in this world.  You have seen how rich Jesus has been to you.  Recognize that the money you have is his.  Give back to him first.  Give generously.   Don’t put your hope in it.  It could all be gone tomorrow.  Trust in him.  He has been rich to you.  Be rich to him.  Be rich toward others.  
So, brothers and sisters…do you see why it is necessary for the church to talk about money?  God, in his Holy Scriptures, speaks a lot about money, and for good reason.  His Word condemns our hearts when we realize that we have been greedy for more.  In repentance we turn back to him and seek his forgiveness.  In the Lord’s Supper, which you are about to receive in a few moments, you are given the reassurance that those sins have been washed clean in the blood of the Lamb.  Renewed and refreshed you are now able to go out and have a Christian attitude of contentment with the money God has given you.  Now you are able to be generous toward God and your brothers and sisters.  May the Holy Spirit grant all of us this attitude.  Amen.      
